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NALC was established in 1947 building on work by the National Council of Social Service dating back to 1934.
NALC is divided into five main service areas. These are:

Development
The development encourages best practice and seeks funds and grants for member parish and town councils. It carries out this work via work streams in the Quality Status scheme and the National Training Strategy.


Policy and Parliamentary Affairs
The policy and parliamentary affairs team monitors the work of Parliament represents the interests of parish and town councils in its responses to legislative proposals and consultations. The team provides policy advice via County Associations.


Legal
The legal team provides detailed legal advice to member councils and County Associations and they produce, for the benefit of all member councils, regular guidance, by way of legal topic notes and briefings.  
Communications
The communications team handles public relations, media relations, publications, conferences and the website. The team produces LCR and the Direct Information Service

Administration and finance
The administration and finance team provide administration support to all other service areas, as well as dealing with the personnel and financial management and administration of NALC.
There is no direct membership of NALC.  Local councils join their County Association, and through us, have access to the National Association’s services and specialist advice.
	
	Public Sector Borrowing
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Your application for public sector borrowing must be approved by this Association prior to submission to CLG.  
LOCAL COUNCIL REVIEW
This quarterly magazine contains:

· Major national, regional and local news affecting the parish sector

· Case studies and advice on good practice across the whole of Council business, legal issues and planning, rural affairs, transport, employment, finance, training

· Briefings from central Government plus regular online updates for subscribers
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Staffordshire Parish Councils' Association - Services to Members

The Association was founded in 1939 to facilitate emergency planning during the war, to provide a support network, to give advice and information to member councils and to represent members' interests and lobby on their behalf.  It is one of the oldest of the 52 county associations.  
Together with our National Association, we provide a vital support system for modern Parish or Town Councils.  Our services will:

· help you save time and money by streamlining your Council’s “business” using model documents – many provided free on email for immediate editing to your Council’s need 

· provide legal/financial advice, information on insurances, health and safety, risk assessments, employment issues (incl clerks’ salaries) recruitment and job adverts including a growing reference library. 
· provide free quarterly newsletters to all Clerks/Councillors which help to keep Councils in touch with the latest developments. (Affiliated Councils receive enough for all Councillors and Clerks)

suggest sources of funding for your projects and provide guidance and advice on public sector borrowing approval.  

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	 Quality Parish Councils

One of the advantages of obtaining quality status is that Principle Councils have recognised that those Parishes who have achieved this nationally accredited accolade, can be relied upon to provide devolved services.

Taking on devolved services often allows a Parish Council to support its own local economy by engaging local contractors, who are generally more responsive to local requirements and it can prove a cheaper way to provide the same quality service.  

The SPCA are the administrators for the County Accreditation Panel which consists of representatives from Stoke on Trent Unitary Authority, Staffordshire County Council, Society of Local Council Clerks, Community Council and last, but not least, experienced Clerks.   

We now have a number of Councils who have completed their first accreditation and some are now applying for re-accreditation.

We offer free training for this qualification.
	
	Training for Councillors and Clerks
As well as administering the Quality Scheme, the Staffordshire Parish Councils' Association deliver training courses, under the auspices of the County Training Panel.

If you think you don’t need training you should remember that legislation is changing constantly and there is a need to keep up to date.

New Councillors can benefit from our induction/new Councillor courses when they join a Parish Council (this includes district and county Councillors for whom the training may well have been different as there is differing legislation which applies to higher tiers)

We provide an opportunity for learning and networking at our annual Clerks Day and we also support Clerks who undertake training, particularly the CilCA qualification, which is administered by the Society of Local Council Clerks and supports Quality Parish Councils.  
We offer extremely competitive rates on training – 

£20 for the first delegate

£15.00 for the second 

£10 for each subsequent delegate

but rates are doubled for unaffiliated councils
	
	Training for Councillors and Clerks
Alternatively, we can customise course content will deliver courses at a time and place to suit you.  Currently, for a 2 hour session, we charge a minmum of £90 or £10 for each delegate if there are more than 9 delegates.  
If you really can’t make the training session, you can have the course notes for £10.00 on CD
Although our main focus is on sector related training, we can offer tuition in Microsoft Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Publisher and Adobe Photoshop  
Call Richard Ellison on the office number to discuss your training requirements and to arrange a suitable date or check out our website.
Contact details 

Tel: 01785 277499 or Fax 10785 276273

e-mail spca.parish@staffordshire.gov.uk  www.spcaonline.org.uk
Area Committees
In Stafford and East Staffs, we have thriving Area Committees, who meet quarterly to discuss matters of mutual concern.
In other areas, most district Councils provide Parish Forums where members can network 
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For non member Councils the cost is £17.00 each.  For 4 or more copies – the subscription will reduce to £15.50 each








A year’s subscription for one copy for member Councils is £13.50 each  For 4 or more copies – the subscription will reduce to £12.00 each














